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Next Reader, 
Please 

Abraham Lincoln is one of 
the most well-known 
figures in American history, 
but there’s much more to 
him than his famous 
speeches and tall hat. 
Let’s explore some 
fascinating details about 
his life that you might not 
have heard before. 
  



2 
 

Next Reader, 
Please 

Lincoln was born on 
February 12, 1809, in a 
one-room log cabin in 
Kentucky. His family was 
poor, and he had to work 
hard from a young age. 
Despite having little formal 
schooling, he loved to read 
and taught himself 
everything he could. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

 
Abraham Lincoln was born 
in a cabin like this. Would 
you enjoy living here or do 
you prefer modern homes? 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

As a child, Lincoln didn’t 
just study; he worked on 
the family farm. Life was 
tough, and he often 
walked miles to borrow 
books. These early 
struggles shaped his 
determination to succeed 
and taught him the value of 
persistence. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

One of the lesser-known 
facts about Lincoln is that 
he was an inventor. He 
created a device to help 
lift boats stuck in shallow 
water. While the invention 
wasn’t successful, Lincoln 
still was the only U.S. 
president to hold a patent. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

Before becoming 
president, Lincoln worked 
as a lawyer. He earned a 
reputation for being 
honest and fair, which led 
to his nickname, “Honest 
Abe.” He often traveled on 
horseback, handling cases 
in small courtrooms. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

Lincoln loved storytelling 
and making people laugh. 
He often used humor and 
anecdotes to connect with 
others, even during serious 
times. His relatable and 
lighthearted nature made 
people admire him even 
more. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

 
This photo shows Lincoln 
with Union soldiers. Do you 
think posing with him 
makes them feel special? 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

One of Lincoln’s most 
important achievements 
was leading the country 
during the Civil War. He 
worked tirelessly to keep 
the nation together and 
took steps to end slavery 
with the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

Lincoln was deeply 
committed to equality. He 
believed in the idea that 
“all men are created 
equal,” even though this 
idea was controversial at 
the time. His strong belief 
in this principle shaped 
many of his decisions. 
  



11 
 

Next Reader, 
Please 

Another interesting fact 
about Lincoln is that he 
was a skilled wrestler in his 
youth. He was known for 
his strength and athletic 
ability, and legend has it 
that he only lost one match 
in about 300. His physical 
presence matched his 
leadership. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address is remembered as 
one of the greatest 
speeches in history. But it 
was just 272 words long. 
Its brevity made it even 
more powerful, as it clearly 
conveyed the importance 
of unity and democracy. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

One surprising fact is that 
Lincoln was not the main 
speaker at the Gettysburg 
event. The featured 
speech lasted two hours, 
but it’s Lincoln’s short 
address that history 
remembers. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

 
Lincoln is famous for his 
Gettysburg Address. Do 
you think short speeches 
can make a big impact? 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

Lincoln was also an animal 
lover and often brought 
stray cats home to the 
White House. Lincoln’s 
kindness extended not just 
to people but to animals, 
showing his 
compassionate nature. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

Though many associate 
Lincoln with his stovepipe 
hat, it had a practical use. 
He often stored important 
papers inside it, turning it 
into a portable filing 
cabinet during his travels 
across the country. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

 
Lincoln often kept papers 
in his stovepipe hat. Do 
you like things that are 
both practical and stylish? 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

Lincoln faced great 
personal tragedy. He lost 
his mother at a young age 
and later faced the deaths 
of two of his sons. These 
experiences gave him 
deep empathy and 
influenced his leadership 
style. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

 
Lincoln had four children. 
Do you think being a 
parent can improve a 
person’s leadership skills? 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

Lincoln’s assassination at 
Ford’s Theatre in 1865 
shocked the nation. His 
leadership during a divided 
time in history was crucial, 
and his death left the 
country mourning a man 
who fought for unity. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

 
This is where Lincoln was 
shot and killed in Ford’s 
Theater. Would you like to 
visit this theater? 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

Beyond his legacy as a 
president, Lincoln remains 
a symbol of perseverance 
and hope. His life story 
continues to inspire 
people to overcome 
challenges and stand up 
for what they believe in. 
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Next Reader, 
Please 

Abraham Lincoln’s journey 
from a poor farm boy to 
one of America’s greatest 
leaders is a testament to 
hard work and resilience. 
His story reminds us that 
humble beginnings can 
lead to incredible 
achievements. 
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